
2025-2026 
Charlie May Simon Nominees 

The Charlie May Simon Children's Book Award for children's literature has been presented annually since 1971 to an 
author whose book has been selected through a vote taken by Arkansas school children in grades four, five and 
six.  The purpose of the award is to promote better reading for children and to recognize Mrs. John Gould Fletcher, an 
outstanding Arkansas author who wrote under the pen name Charlie May Simon. 
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M. T. Anderson Cindy Baldwin Kelly J. Baptist Elisa Boxer Ciera Burch 

Toni Buzzeo Tracy Occomy 
Crowder 

Dave Eggers Meg Eden Kuyatt Katrina Leno 

Katherine Marsh Vaunda Micheaux 
Nelson 

Rex Ogle Kate O’Shaugnessy Sara Pennypacker 

Gary D. Schmidt Caren Stelson Kelly Yang 


